Psalm 148

'Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the
heights!

’Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!
*Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!
“Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!

°Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they
were created.

°He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which
cannot be passed.

’Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,

®fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!
“Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!

Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!

'Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
'?Young men and women alike, old and young together!

Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted;
his glory is above earth and heaven.

'“He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for
the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the LORD!



1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

18Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod.
19His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each
year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.
20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “"May the Lord
repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to the
Lord”; and then they would return to their home. 26Now the boy
Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and
with the people.

John 1:1-18

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the

Word was God. “He was in the beginning with God. ®All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people.

°The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it. “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. ®He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the

light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world. '’He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. **He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. “But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of

God, *who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God. *And the Word became flesh and lived among
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full
of grace and truth.

1>(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before

me.””) *°From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. ‘’The
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. '*No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.



